
2022 WPS SUMMER READING: Middle School

DIRECTIONS: Read everything very carefully and follow all directions.

● Read two (2) books that are at your reading level and approved by your parents or guardians.

● Students entering 7th grade honors English in the fall are required to read The Witch of
Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare for their first book, and those entering 8th grade
honors English will read Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor for their first book.

● For all other students, it is recommended that your first book be chosen from the RI Middle
School Book Award list.

Complete assignment #1 (character/conflict) for your first book.

~ The second book is a free choice, fiction or nonfiction.

Complete assignment #2 (a letter)
for your second book.

● See link below to browse book titles:

http://www.warwicklibrary.org/

● Completed Summer Reading is due on or by Friday, September 16, 2022.

● Complete this assignment on a printed copy or in Google Docs. Your teacher may ask you to
submit it to Google Classroom in September.  Your teacher will give you directions about
submission at that time.

https://sites.google.com/view/ri-middle-school-book-award/home
https://sites.google.com/view/ri-middle-school-book-award/home
http://www.warwicklibrary.org/


Assignment #1

Your Name: _________________________________ Grade you are entering: __________

1. Book #1 title (7th Grade Honors = The Witch of Blackbird Pond, 8th Grade Honors = Roll of
Thunder Hear My Cry, non-honors = book from Rhode Island Middle School Book Award list):

2. Book #1 author:

3. Who is the main character in your first book?  Describe his/her most important personality
trait. Address BOTH of these questions in a short paragraph.

https://betterlesson.com/community/document/122382/list-of-character-traits
https://betterlesson.com/community/document/122382/list-of-character-traits


4. What is the main type of conflict that is developed in  your first book?  Put an X in the
correct box.
Link for explanation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rM5cp_YL77k

Type of Conflict Mark an X

Character v. Self

Character v. Character

Character v. Society

Character v. Nature

Character v. Supernatural

5. Describe in detail the main conflict in your first book. Be sure to refer specifically to your

story.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rM5cp_YL77k


6.  How is the conflict resolved in your first book? Explain in a short paragraph.  Link for
explanation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S4IwhMjKhFM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S4IwhMjKhFM


Book #2 Assignment # 2

Your Name: _________________________________ Grade you are entering: __________

Book #2:

Book #2  author:

Letter

● Using the letter format, write a friendly letter to a friend, family member, teacher, etc. explaining
why they would like this book.

● You may use the graphic organizer on the last page to help plan what you want to say in your
letter.

● Below is a sample of the format to be used when writing your letter.

2401 West Shore Road
Warwick, RI 02889

Date

Greeting,

Begin letter here [ your body paragraphs]. Try to give at least three reasons why this person
would like this book. Make a connection between them and the text.  Use specific details, examples
and textual evidence from the story to support your ideas.

Closing,
Signature

https://sites.google.com/a/pesd92.org/lundyresource/writing/friendly-letter-format




Letter Outline/Format

Greeting ● Begin by addressing the recipient  (Dear __________,)

Introductory Paragraph ● Establish your reason for writing (Would you recommend the book or not, and

why?)

● Be sure to share the author and title of the book

● Include a very brief summary/plot overview (2-3 sentences)

● Example → I just read Lois Lowry’s book, The Giver,  and I can’t wait to tell you

all about it! Jonas, the main character, reminds me so much of me . . .

Body Paragraph(s)

*Choose at least two of the

focus areas from the boxes on

the right to include in your

letter). You do NOT have to

answer all the questions. They

are to help you focus on what

you want to write about.

You need to write in complete

sentences creating

paragraphs for each topic.

Include textual evidence

(citations) and/or specific

references to people, places,

or events (include page

numbers) to support your

claims/commentary.

● Characters

○ Are they relatable? Do they seem real? What conflicts/experiences

were you able to connect with?

○ Are they likable? On what parts of their personality, actions, or words

do you base your answer?

○ How do they change over time, if at all?

○ Do you agree/disagree with their decisions or choices?

● Plot

○ Was the storyline interesting or not? Why?

○ How did you feel about the pace of the story (fast, slow, etc.)? What

caused confusion?

○ Did you feel the story left out anything, or included anything

unnecessary? Did it end too quickly, or were all your questions about

the book answered?

● Theme

○ Were you able to determine the author’s message or meaning for his

readers? What was it?

○ How did the author communicate his theme? (Through characters,

events, words, etc?)

● Author’s Craft & Style

○ What about the author’s use of language did you like or dislike? Why?

○ Were there specific examples of imagery which spoke to your senses,

allowing you to visualize a particular setting or scene?

○ Was there use of figurative language (simile, metaphor, hyperbole, etc.)

that enhanced the imagery?

Concluding paragraph ● Make/restate your recommendation about the book.

● Summarize the main reasons behind your point; these should make a

connection to the specific individual to whom you are writing (friend, family

member, teacher, etc.).

● Conclude your thoughts and wish your reader well.

Closing ● Use an appropriate closing (Ex: Sincerely, Yours Truly, Respectfully, etc.)

● Type name (then hit enter 4 times) and sign your name


