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Modern Irish Literature Month 

 

 

Celebrate Modern Irish Literature Month with a selection of some of the best Irish fiction writers in Ireland.  
Maeve Binchy once said, “I had a very happy childhood, which is unsuitable if you are going to be an Irish 
writer.” Irish writers through the ages have a reputation for being a sad lot, but in truth, they are as varied 
as the Ireland’s proverbial forty shades of green. From the great Irish writers such as Joyce, Wilde, and 

Yeats to the current rich literary atmosphere of Ireland, there is truly an Irish writer for everyone.   
Here is a wee taste of some of the best modern authors of fiction in Ireland.   

 

 
 

Colum McCann has published two collections of short stories and several novels. 
His stand-out books are Let the Great World Spin and TransAtlantic. Let the Great World 
Spin, winner of the National Book Award in 2009. His latest book is non-fiction,      
Letters to a Young Writer: Some Practical and Philosophical Advice (2017). 
 

John Banville is a master stylist of the English language. He is known for fiction that 
is both complex and philosophical, sometimes touching on magical realism. Banville is the 
author of many novels, including The Sea (2005), winner of the Man Booker Prize for     
Fiction. Banville’s latest is non-fiction, Time Pieces: a Dublin Memoir (2018). 
 

Roddy Doyle is a novelist, dramatist and screenwriter. He is known for his honest     
depiction of the working class in Ireland, and his distinctive Irish style and razor sharp     
dialogue has made him a favorite both at home and abroad. Doyle wrote a popular BBC 
miniseries, Family, as well as novels for adults and children, short stories, plays and 
screenplays. He won the 1993 Booker Prize for Paddy Clarke Ha-ha-ha. His latest is 
Smile (2017), a tale of psychological suspense. 
 

Marian Keyes is best known for her work in women ’s literature, with themes including 
alcoholism, depression, addiction and domestic violence. Sound depressing? They’re not! 
Keyes’ works are very appealing to women and are very funny, even though she tackles 
dark themes. One of her break-out novels is Lucy Sullivan is Getting Married (1999); her 
latest is The Woman Who Stole My Life (2015). 
 

Emma Donoghue, although best known for her fiction, writes adult and young adult 
novels, short stories, and drama for screen, stage and radio. The novel that lifted her into 
bestseller status was Room (2010), a finalist for the Man Booker Prize. Room is narrated 
by a 5-year-old named Jack who lives in a single room with his Ma and has never been 
outside. Although some of her novels are historical, Donoghue uses a wide range of 
themes and interests. Her next novel is Akin (September 2019). 
 

Maeve Binchy, (deceased in 2012) has been a huge presence in popular Irish fiction 
for thirty years. She published 17 novels from 1982 (Light a Penny Candle) through 2012, 
when A Week in Winter was published posthumously. Most of her stories deal with  
relationships between women and everyday life in Ireland. She was tremendously         
popular with women, who identified with Binchy’s lack of pretension and realistic  
reflections on problems in their own lives.  
 

 

There are many other fine Irish writers of fiction to explore: Anne Enright, Eimear McBride, 
Paul Murray, Tana French, Sebastian Barry, Dermot Healey, Edna O’Brien, William Trevor 

and John Boyne, to mention a few. Each has something different to offer,  
but they all have their roots deep in the Emerald Isle. 
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Colleen  
 An Anonymous Girl by Greer Hendricks [Psychological Fiction; Thrillers]  
 Renegade Women in Film and Television by Elizabeth Weitzman [Non-Fiction; Film; TV] 
 

 
 

Jen 
 Daisy Jones and the Six by Taylor Jenkins Reid [Historical Fiction; Female Rock Groups] 
 Unqualified: Love and Relationship Advice from a Celebrity Who Just Wants to Help by Anna     
     Faris (audiobook; narrated by the author) [Biography; Actors] 
 

 

 

JAYNE 
 Gingerbread a Novel by Helen Oyeyemi [Fantasy Fiction; Legends and Mythology]  
 The Lost Man by Jane Harper [Suspense Fiction; Brothers; Australia]  
 
 
 
 

Kristin 
 Complicated Women: Sex and Power, in Pre-Code Hollywood by Mick LaSalle                        

[Non-Fiction; Women in Motion Pictures] 
 Brazen: Rebel Ladies Who Rocked the World by Penelope Bagieu [Biographical Comics; 

Graphic Novels; Women Biography]  
 Iron Jawed Angels (DVD) [Historical Films; Suffragists]  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Niles 

 By Permission of Heaven: the True Story of the Great Fire of London by Adrian Tinniswood 
[Non-Fiction; Great Fire; London History; 17th Century]  

 Citizens of London: The Americans Who Stood with Britain in its Darkest, Finest Hour  
      by Lynne Olson [Diplomatic History; World War] 

 
 
 
 
 

BOOK OF THE MONTH:      
 

The Witch Elm [Thrillers, Detective and Mystery Fiction]  
by Tana French 
 
 

A stand-alone psychological thriller from the author of the Dublin Murder Squad series, 
this is French’s first book to have a civilian protagonist, rather than a detective. Toby 
Hennessy has a good life: a charming personality, a stable extended family to support 
him, a beautiful girlfriend, Melissa, and a great job doing social media for an art gallery 
in Dublin. His world changes one night when his apartment is broken into and he is 
beaten up and left for dead by the burglars. Toby suffers a head injury and other     
physical injuries, leaving him to wonder if he’ll ever be himself again. 

 

Toby and Melissa decide to move in with Uncle Hugh, who has been diagnosed with cancer, to care for 
him, and give Toby time to heal. Things go along well until a skull is found in the massive witch elm in the 
large garden behind the house. Toby’s cousins are more like siblings, and the police investigation begins 
to tear them apart. His brain injury has affected his memory, and the questioning by the police leaves him 
feeling vulnerable and scared. Toby begins to doubt himself and everything he takes for granted. The 
crime shakes him to the very roots of his identity.  
 

French has used the theme of unreliable memory in the past, and this character driven tale of suspense 
lives up to the high standards of her previous mysteries. Toby as narrator provides the reader with a  
window into his damaged brain, his growing fear and his life unraveling bit by bit. An excellent addition to 
French’s body of work, The Witch Elm is highly recommended for lovers of psychological suspense.  

            Mary Anne 

Staff Picks          books, films, & music  

All Staff Picks are available through the Ocean State Libraries system. 

 


